Excursión lacustre a Puerto Blest
Características del lugar, de la vegetación y de su historia
After an hour of navigation from Puerto Pañuelo (located to 23 Km from San Carlos de Bariloche) we will arrive to Puerto Blest, that  is located in the National park Nahuel Huapi, at  41º 01´ S and 71º 49´ W. It is placed in the western end of the Blest Branch, which is the most important of the seven branches that possesses the lake Nahuel Huapi

The relief is predominantly shaped by glacial. The annual average temperature is of 9° C, being registeres in winter media temperatures of about 2° C and in summer of 18° C. This area is one of the rainiest of the country; the annual average precipitations reach 3000 mm, being more frequent during the winter along with intense snowfalls.

From a biogeographical point of view the area of Puerto Blest corresponds to the SubAntarctic province, being the flora the most interesting feature. The high precipitations in the area, product of the orographical rain of the Andes, make possible the entrance from Chile, of plants typical of Valdiviano district. The physiognomy of the vegetation of Puerto Blest corresponds to that of a  temperate forest, although due to the existence of more than one arboreal stratum, of lianas and of creepers, some authors consider it to be a rainforest. 
The area of Puerto Blest occupies a place of singular importance in the history of the Argentine National parks, since those lands are the nucleus of the donation that in 1903 Dr. Francisco P Moreno made to the National Government, in order to preserve their natural beauties for the future generations. Last November 6th , 2005 102 years passed since Dr. Francisco P. Moreno communicate to the president of the nation Gral. Julio A. Rock his donation, expressing: "it contains the most interesting reunion of the beauties that I have observed in Patagonia". On the base of this donation and of the proposal of Moreno, in 1922 the national executive power establishes the limits of the first National park of Argentina. In 1934, by law that park received the denomination of National park Nahuel Huapi, whose geographical place is the Southwest of the province of the Neuquén and  the northwest of the province of Río Negro.



Since May 2006, the “Estación Biológica del Bosque Lluvioso Templado” is in functions in Puerto Blest. It has been established by an agreement of technical cooperation between the Universidad Nacional del Comahue and the Administración de Parques Nacionales (National Parks Administration of Argentina). The purpose of this biological station is to serve as a center of promotion of the scientific investigation, of the academic education at university level and of the education of the community on the surrounding environment.
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